Dear “Witnessing” Family of New Hope,

Greetings in the name of the One who “died for our sins, just as the Scriptures said. He was buried, and He was raised from the dead on the third day; just as the Scriptures said. He was seen by Peter and then by the Twelve,” Jesus Christ our Lord! (I Corinthians 15:3-5). This is of first importance! As I said last Sunday, this Scripture is the anchor for your soul. It’s the only anchor that will hold in the midst of all that life dishes out. Anchor your life to Christ and you won’t be disappointed.

Shifting gears somewhat…I’m back. Did you miss me? It is good to get back into writing to you and yours. It is again my goal for 2012 through this letter to provide meat for your hunger and drink for your thirst. May this draw us closer to the Lord and closer to each other!

This year, 2012, is going to hold many opportunities for you to witness for the Lord. They are going to come in small ways and big ways. Some of which we will take advantage of, and others that sadly, we will let pass by.

“How can I become a witness?” a man asked me the other day. “You are already,” I said. “The question is what kind?” He was startled, and so I went on to explain that we are all witnessing all the time about what Christ has done for us. The way we live, how we react, and what we say or fail to say about what Christ means to us is a telling witness. 

What kind of witness would you say you are on that basis? Because of the love of God in our hearts, we can reach out and become “all things to all people.” This does not mean compromising our beliefs. Rather, it implies that we should use all our previous experience to identify with people who need Christ. Often, the things we have been through, learned, achieved, or attained by the Lord’s grace give us a point of contact. Christ will use everything we have been through in both successes and failures. Everyday people are deciding about Christ by what they see of Him in us.

2012 begins with an opportunity for you to witness. You are going to be able to witness to hundreds of people, maybe even thousands. Do you think you could do that? Our witness can impact this city for the Lord in a major way. I know that what you will do will be seen by a host of folks. And get this, YOU DON’T HAVE TO SAY A WORD. What? That’s right, you can witness without saying a word. Outstanding! Remarkable! How can this be? What am I going to give you that is going to be a witness to Jesus Christ? Stayed tuned…you will find out.

Love in Christ and bearing witness of His NEW HOPE, Pastor Dwight

