 Dear “White” Family of New Hope,

Greetings in the name of the One who made us white even though we were black. Now you know I am not talking about the color of one’s skin. What I am talking about is the strong declaration that God makes through the Prophet Isaiah; not about our color, but our condition. Listen to what God says, “’Come now, let’s settle this,’ says the Lord. ‘Though your sins are like scarlet, I will make them as white as snow. Though they are red like crimson, I will make them white as wool’” (Isaiah 1:18). What a gracious offer and promise. God will take away our sin and make us as white as snow. Scripture states: “But if anyone does sin, we have an advocate who pleads our case before the Father. He himself is the sacrifice that atones for our sins – and not only our sins but the sins of all the world” (1 John 2:1-2).

Now you knew that I would use all that snow that is piled up in our yards and roads as an illustration in this Encouragement. The snow is beautiful; it covers all the dirt and imperfections. Everything is new and white. May the snow remind us God is able and ready to forgive our sins when we confess our sins and trust Him for our salvation. Isn’t God grand? 

May the snow (and they say we are going to get some more before the night is out.) be a witness to God’s graciousness and kindness extended to you and me who have no way to take our sins away except through His offer and promise. 

Speaking of a witness…have you been thinking about last week’s encouragement and what I was saying about something you could do WITHOUT SAYING A WORD that would be a witness for the Lord? Well, this Sunday morning, you will get that opportunity. Keep thinking and praying that what you will do will impact this community for Christ and His church! I am excited to find out what reactions you will have as you declare to the world that you are a Christian.

Love in Christ and bearing witness of His NEW HOPE, Pastor Dwight

