Dear “Rescued” Family of New Hope,

Greetings in the name of the One “is close to the brokenhearted; He rescues those whose spirits are crushed,” Jesus Christ our Lord! (Psalm 34:18). There isn’t anybody who doesn’t like a story of rescue. Probably while watching the rescue, a box of Kleenex is near by. The Scripture continues, “The righteous person faces many troubles, but the Lord comes to the rescue each time” (Psalm 34:19). If a righteous person is going to face many troubles, I had better head for cover.

The goal of Jesus’ ministry is clear as He says in Luke 4:18-19… “The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, for He has anointed me to bring Good News to the poor. He has sent me to proclaim that captives will be released, that the blind will see, that the oppressed will be set free, and the time of the Lord’s favor has come.”

That Good News should pick us up! Let it sink in for a moment. The depth of His love and to go the lengths He did for my rescue is beyond our human comprehension. Listen… “For Christ has rescued us from the Kingdom of darkness and transferred us into the kingdom of His dear Son, who purchased our freedom and forgave our sins” (Colossians 1:19-20).

It is amazing to me that Jesus would do that, and that He would forgive us. He endured a lot as He hung on the cross for you and me. They hurled insults at Him that stung and hurt deeply. What did he do? He did not retaliate. He did not bite back. He did not say, “I’ll get you!” “Come up here and say that to my face!” “Just wait till after the Resurrection, buddy!” No, these statements were not found on Christ’s lips.

Did you see what Jesus did do? He “entrusted Himself to Him who judges justly” (1 Peter 2:23). Or, to say it simply, He left the judging to God. He did not take on the task of seeking revenge. He demanded no apology. He hired no bounty hunters or hit men. He, to the astounding contrary, spoke on their defense. “Father, forgive them; for they do not know what they are doing” (Luke 23:34). 

If ever a person deserved a shot at revenge, Jesus did. But He didn’t take it. Instead He died for them. How could He do that? I don’t know. But I do know that all of sudden my wounds seem very painless. My grudges and hard feelings are suddenly childish. Thank Jesus for His AMAZING GRACE! Be encouraged today! 

Love in Christ and given His NEW HOPE, Pastor Dwight
