Dear “Extremely Loved” Family of New Hope,

Greetings in the name of the One who says to all of us, “I love you with an everlasting love, and I have drawn you with loving-kindness,” Jesus Christ our Lord!(Jeremiah 31:3). I find it easy to come across good encouragement on the theme of love. If you are reading God’s Word, you can’t miss the story of God’s love that He has for His people. In the midst of changes, in the uncertainty of life, and in a time of hate, hear God’s Word. “Though the mountains be shaken and the hills be removed, yet my unfailing love for you will not be shaken nor my covenant of peace be removed, says the LORD, who has compassion on you” (Isaiah 54:10). 

Here’s another less read verse on the subject of love… “In all their suffering He also suffered, and He personally rescued them. In His love and mercy He redeemed them. He lifted them up and carried them through all their years” (Isaiah 63:9). That just sounds so good to me today. I am taking and claiming that promise of God. What an awesome God we serve and worship. “I will tell of the Lord’s unfailing love. I will praise the LORD for all He has done” (Isaiah 63:7). 

Shifting gears…Do you feel loved? This is February, the month of LOVE! While we bask in the glow of God’s love for us, how are we doing about loving those around us? There is something special about February, Valentine’s Day! Heart’s ‘n’ flowers. Sweetheart banquets. Boxes of chocolates. A fresh and needed reminder that there is still a heart-shaped vacuum in the human breast that only the three most important words in the English language can fill.

Don’t think for a moment that such stuff is mere sentimentality. As a fellow named Smiley Blanton put it in his book many years ago, life really does boil down to Love or Perish. Without love, hopes perish. Without love, dreams and creativity perish. Without love, families and churches perish. Without love, friendships perish. Without love, the intimacies of romance perish. Without love, the desire to go on living can perish. To love is and be loved is the bedrock of our existence.

Genuine love willingly waits! It isn’t pushy or demanding. While it has its limits, its boundaries are far-reaching. It neither clutches nor clings. Real love is not short-sighted, selfish, or insensitive. It detects needs and does what it best for other person without being told. Read the greatest treatise ever written on the subject of love – 1 Corinthians 13:4-7. Are those words a picture of you?

Tell someone today those simple little words – we so easily forget to say them. We assume others know how we feel, so we hold back. Strangely, as we grow older and realize more than ever the value of those three powerful words, we say them even less! “I LOVE YOU.” Simple, single-syllable words, yet they cannot be improved upon. Nothing comes close. They are better than “You’re great!” Much better than “Happy birthday!” or “Congratulations!” or “You’re special!” And because we have no guarantee of tomorrow here on earth, it’s a good idea to say them often as possible. I LOVE YOU! I LOVE YOU!  Be encouraged today!

Love in Christ and loving His NEW HOPE, Pastor Dwight

