Dear “Bold” Family of New Hope, 

Greetings in the name of the One who boldly died that we might live! Listen to this: “Christ died for us so that, whether we are dead or alive when He returns, we can live with Him forever. So encourage each other and build each other up, just as you are already doing” (1 Thessalonians 5:10-11). That is an encouragement. And there’s more…Because of Christ’s boldness we are bold. “Because of Christ and our faith in Him, we can now come boldly and confidently into God’s presence. So please don’t lose heart…” (Ephesians 3:12-13a). You can be bold! “So let us come boldly to the throne of our gracious God. There we will receive His mercy, and we will find grace to help us when we need it most” (Hebrews 4:16).

Shifting gears slightly…Are you bold enough to place a witness in your yard or front window or your vehicle? You know what I mean by now. Everyone had the opportunity to take a yard sign and display it in their yard this past Sunday morning. There are more signs available if you didn’t get one. Be bold! If you can’t place it in your yard brainstorm other ways you might use it. Thanks to the Strategic Growth Planning Committee for taking the idea of the sign to reality. This is one way we can let the community know who we are.

Shifting gears again…Will you be bold enough to encourage someone? Henry Drummond once said, “How many people are kept out of the kingdom of God by the unlovely characters of those who profess to be inside.” I cringe when I hear that statement. One of the unlovely characteristics frequently found in Christian circles is a lack of encouragement in our relationships with others. 

To illustrate this point, when did YOU last encourage someone else? I firmly believe that an individual is never more Christ like than when we are full of compassion for those who are down, needy, discouraged, or forgotten. How terribly essential is our commitment to encouragement. That’s the reason I write this every week…if one person is encouraged to keep going and stand firm in the faith than all of this has been worthwhile. Be Encouraged, my friend!

Love in Christ and made bold with His NEW HOPE, Pastor Dwight

